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INTRODUCTION 


Competition is a natural part of what it means to be alive, dating back all 
the way to the first microbes that wiggled there way up out of the 
primordial ooze. The fastest and strongest of the bunch survived and 
evolved, eventually becoming the vast array of handsome creatures that 
inhabit the earth today; including bigfeet, unicorns, dinosaurs, living objects 
and humans. 

In today’s society, competition is rarely a conflict of life and death, 
but those deep-rooted instincts still run though us culturally. We thrive on 
the ability to relate over a shared mutual sporting team, or to mourn 
together when our favorite athletes lose. In this way, sports have created an 
instant point of recognition between potential buds, a spark of conversation 
from which to develop what could possibly be an important, lifelong 
relationship. 

Of course, this same principal that brings fans together can also tear 
folks apart, as lasting rivalries are often known to erupt throughout the 
ranks of professional sports. This is the unfortunate consequence of an 
otherwise beautiful phenomenon, but it must be addressed regardless. 

One thing is for certain; competition does not need to devolve into a 
negative way of scoundrels and devilmen. Quiet the contrary, sporting is an 
important park of the buckaroo agenda. 

This is where my official Guide to Sport comes it. It is my hope that 
readers will use this volume to educate themselves on the wide world of 
sports and athletics. Once a fan understands the reality of healthy, 
responsible sporting, they will begin to place honor over aggression, 
keeping the anger on the field where it belongs. 

When I was a young man, I didn’t have many options as far as sports 
were concerned. Homeschooled my entire life, the town that I grew up in 
was completely void of any other people my age. In fact, it was completely 
void of anyone besides my mother and father. While my dad did end up 
showing me how to throw around the ball a couple of times, the athleticism 
that I could have possibly cultivated was never given a chance to blossom. 

Now that I’m older, watching all of the handsome men and beautiful 
woman on television as they participate in incredible sporting feats, I can’t 


help but think back and wonder if things could have gone differently had I 
been encouraged a little more. 

This is another reason for writing the guide before you, to help the 
young and the old understand sporting events that they may not have any 
access to otherwise. 


THE BIG LEAGUES 


р Wit In the United States, most sports are broken 
| up into three leagues: major, minor, and 
— young bucks. 
Young bucks is the only level that 

most of us reach as far as our own sporting 
— careers go, and as I mentioned earlier about 
— — my upbringing, some of us don't even get 
that far. The young buck leagues are 
| соттоп in schools and at parks, but are 
generally very low stakes games played for 
bragging rights or, sometimes, small plastic 
rophies to be exchanged for pizza at 


It is not uncommon to see a winning 
eam of young bucks in the troughs of 
celebration at a local pizza place, enjoying 
hemselves in the VIP backrooms while they 
hoist these trophies high into the air with 
enthusiastic self-congratulation. 

Keep in mind that some of these young sporting bucks are in a state 
of competitive rage after winning the big game and, while I don't condone 
the type of behavior they might exhibit, I would be remiss to pretend that it 
wasn't something to consider. If there are arcade games available at the 
restaurant where one of these celebratory parties is taking place, steer clear. 
There is a good chance you will be made fun of. 

Minor leagues are the next step up from the games of young bucks. 
These leagues consist of teams who are not quite large enough to be on 


television or sign with large corporate sponsors, but are well know within 
their own small towns to support a modest gathering of fans when they 
play. Sometimes colleges sponsor minor league teams, allowing them to 
compete in the campus gym as long as the most handsome members of the 
team promise to work out there during their downtime. Typically, these 
players become the officially sanctioned “big man on campus”, which can 
be controversial because they do not technically attend classes, only spend 
time in the gym. 

If they happen to be particularly lucky, a handful of minor league 
players will be picked to join the major leagues based on athletic prowess, 
playful charm, and a multiple choice test on sportsmanship. 

This brings us to the top. 

The major leagues are the pinnacle of sporting achievement in 
America, where athletes are paid massive amounts of money to perform, 
and fame is a common perk of the job. At this level, endorsements are all 
but guaranteed. Many athletes are even able to spin their high profile 
sporting position off into a second career of acting or shoe modeling. 


In this section, I will cover all 
seven of the major league sports 
played in the United States, discussing 
the rules of the game as well as 
notable players from every sport. 


BASKETBALL 


BEST PLAYERS: Dinosaur 
BEST TEAM: Devilcity Lakes 


Basketball is a fast paced sport with 
minimal downtime and very high 
scores. Because of the astronomically 
large amount of points to keep track 
of, some of the world’s best 
mathematician’s are called upon to 


referee basketball games, using their exceptional intelligence to keep track 
of fouls, individual points, and playful winks between athletes. 

The game is played between two teams of exceptionally tall, 
handsome men, five on each side, who are attempting to get the basketball 
into the opposing team’s basket. It seems simple enough, but what makes 
the game of basketball especially difficult is the fact that you must dribble 
the ball when you move anywhere on the court. 

Dribbling means that you are keeping the ball in motion with your 
hand, bouncing it up and down across the hard wooden court until you 
finally grab it with both hands once again. From here, you cannot continue 
to move forward. At this point, the player must either pass the ball to 
another teammate, or shoot it towards the basket in an attempt to score a 
point. 

Unlike baseball, where one run around the bases is worth a single 
point, basketball is scored with two and three point baskets. The first basket 
is simple enough, a normal shot that sends the ball up through the air and 
down into the hanging net to score. This is worth two points. 

Three point shots, however, are much more complicated. To score 
three points with a shot through the hanging net, a player must pose 
handsomely, displaying their body for the judgment of the fans and the 
referees. Since the players are typically quiet hot-to-trot already, this seems 
easy enough on the surface, but when you consider how much longer it 
takes to strike a pose before a shot, you will begin to understand just how 
much of a risk this can be during a heated game. 

If the crowd likes what they see they will burst into a cheer, loudly 
encouraging the player to make his three point attempt. However, if they 
boo and hiss, the shot will only count for the original two points. 

This rule has caused many of the best three point players to take shots 
from farther and farther away from the basket, allowing them to add even 
more of a flourish to their handsome poses. Sometimes the players will 
even shoot from as far away as the half court line, lifting their arms up into 
the air in the statuesque position of a regal swan. 

Thanks to their large size and, often, massively long necks, dinosaurs 
tend to excel at basketball, with bigfeet players coming in at a distant 
second. In the year two thousand and two, the National Basketball 
Association passed a rule that limited the amount of dinosaur players on a 


single team to three, as an attempt to even the playing field and allow other 
players to have a chance with the ball. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Shackman 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 9 out of 10 


Shackman is a legend of basketball. Towering over the other players by at 
least two feet, he is known for his immense size and his powerful slam- 
dunks. 

The most notable thing about Shackman, however, is his marketing 
and business prowess away from the court. While a phenomenal player in 
his own right, Shackman has been able to turn himself into a brand to be 
reckoned with in the arenas of sportswear, food, and even luxury housing. 

At the end of his final season as a player, Shackman created Shack 
Attack, a brand of high-end residential housing on a miniature scale. These 
one room shacks were affordable due to the small size, but highly sought 
after thanks to their plentiful accommodations and the valuable 
endorsement of Shackman himself. It was posited that, if a man as large as 
Shackman could enjoy these tiny homes, so could anyone else. 

Shack Attack housing has since become a common feature in many 
cities across America, and is currently pushing to break into the European 
market. As of last year, Shackman shacks were rated the most recognizable 
homes in the nation, prompting the president himself to declare, *Shackman 
is back!" in his State of the Union address. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Cream Abdul Jabber 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 7 out of 10 


Cream was one of the first basketball players ever to live, creating the game 
with a handful of buddies in the suburbs of Devilcity. 

Without much else to pass the time, Cream and his friends enjoyed 
making up sports that could be played out on the sidewalk and street. One 
day, a neighborhood bud brought out a spare tire that had been abandoned, 
finding it could be easily bounced up and down due to its rubber 
composition. It was using this tire that the first games of basketball were 
played, Cream Abdul Jabber perfecting his skills with a bare bones set of 
rules and a court drawn out in sidewalk chalk. 


Many say that these early games are what made Cream such а 
phenomenal player. A spare tire is much more difficult to dribble or shoot, 
resulting in shockingly low scores but weeding out many of the lackluster 
players until only the most skilled of them remained. Cream himself 
exhibited notoriously good tire control, and when he switched to the 
standard spherical basketball that we know today, he was already way ahead 
of the pack. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Michaels Jorbin 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 10 out of 10 


Hand’s down, Michaels Jorbin is the unquestionable king of the court. 
Regardless of your team affiliation, there is no doubt that he is the best 
player to ever handle balls, breaking several records in the process 
(including many that have never been touched since). 

Beginning and ending his forty year career on the Chicago Bowls, 
Michaels Jorbin started his legendary rookie season with a bang when he 
announced that he was going to play every single game blind, wrapping an 
extra jersey around his head and keeping it there for the duration of the 
matchup. While many called his idea stupid and destined for a colossal 
failure, Michaels ended up scoring an average of fifty points a game during 
that first season of sightless playing. 

The second season, Michaels Jorbin announced that he would be 
performing the same astonishing feat, only this time he would also play 
with his right hand tied behind his back. Once more, many were skeptical, 
but the doubt didn’t last as Michaels would go on to win his very first finals 
ring, maintaining his strange, restricted playing style all the way throughout 
the playoffs. 

During the course of Michaels Jorbin’s career he would progressively 
add more and more disadvantages to his playing until he was simply locked 
away in an isolation chamber during the game, attempting to dominate the 
opposing team with nothing more than the power of his mind. 
Unfortunately, this was ultimately his downfall, and Michaels retired 
shortly after that. 

Like Shackman, Michaels Jorbin always had the mind of a 
businessman in addition to the body of an athlete. He quickly went on to 


create the sports brand Mike, a shortened version of his own name, 
designing their trademark swoosh logo and launching the company off into 
the stratosphere just as quickly as it was created. 

Mike is now considered one of the most recognizable brands in 
human history. 


BASEBALL 


BEST PLAYERS: Vampire 
BEST TEAM: New York Yankers 


Even though football has a larger television audience, baseball is often seen 
as the quintessential American sport, and with good reason. 

The game starts with a song, sung loud and proud by the captain of 
the evening’s designated home team. This is a method of stirring the pot 
between the opposing sides, creating a tension that will hopefully find it’s 
way out onto the field once the game begins. If the captain’s rousing song is 
sung with enough heart and conviction, their team will be seen as the 
dominant warriors and the crowd will then very likely be in their favor, 
cheering loudly whenever they score a point or steal a base. 

Once the dominant team has been determined, the game begins. 

Baseball is played in a series of shifting turns, known as innings, which 
will continue on and on throughout the night until all of the members of the 
crowd have gone home, at which point the game is determined finished. 
Because of this emphasis on audience enthusiasm, players often don strange 
and unusual costumes made out of fur or feathers, attempting to entertain 
the onlookers and continue the game until their score can improve. This 
seldom works, but there have been a few famous occasions when the 
costumed player was able to dance and gyrate their way into the hearts of 
the crowd, thusly securing a win for their team. 

During each round, one team is on offense and the other is on 
defense. Interestingly, this is the only American sport where the defensive 
team controls the ball. 

The defensive team’s pitcher throws the ball as hard as he can at a 
randomly selected member of the opposing team, who is then allowed to 


fight back with a wooden shaft known as 
the “bat”. While this happens a man ina 
spooky mask, named Umpire, watches 
from nearby. 

Sound familiar? Of course it does, 
this is because baseball draws heavily on 
the tradition and folklore of vampires. In 
fact, many of the greatest players in 
baseball’s long history are confirmed 
vampires. 

If the player with the bat is able to 
fight off the oncoming pitch, he is 
awarded with a playful run around the 
bases, waving to the adoring crowd as 
they swoon and beg for the player’s 
attention. The amount of bases that the 
player is allowed to travel is based on his or her player rating, as determined 
by the Baseball Hall of Fame, and a complete run around the bases makes 
up a single point. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Kens Grebby, Jr. 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 9 out of 10 


Kens Grebby was a notorious first baseman for the Seattle Sailors, who lead 
the team to victory in several World Series events. He was know for his 
skills behind the bat as well as his proud dad, Kens Grebby, Sr., who could 
be found on the sidelines cheering loudly during most games. Kens Grebby 
Sr. set the world record for baseball games attended by a proud dad, while 
Kens Grebby, Jr. set the record for handsomest son in baseball, as voted by 
Baseball Monthly. 

Like many of the top players in the game, Kens Jr. was a proud 
vampire, making his home in the rafters of the Seattle Sailor’s field and 
continuing to live there for several years after his retirement. Today, his 
exact whereabouts are unknown, but it is said that on a clear Seattle night 
you can still see him fluttering around the field under the bright blue light 
of the moon. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Mark Magraff 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 7 out of 10 


Mark Magraff initially gained fame as the lead singer of the chart topping 
pop band Sugars Ray, but after the group disbanded he found a second 
chance at notoriety as one of the best home run hitters in baseball history. 
During his nineteen ninety-five season, Mark Magraff broke the world 
record from most home runs ever recorded, making use of his incredible, 
swollen biceps and pounding the ball as hard as he possibly could. 

It was truly something magical to watch Magraff round those bases 
confidently, the crowd on their feet as they chanted out a rousing chorus of 
the number one Sugars Ray single, “Flyman, O’ Flyman". 

Unfortunately, the celebration of Mark's historic home run record 
didn't last long, as an internal investigation revealed that Mark was 
experimenting with dark magic to inflate his scores. The handsome, rugged 
player was eventually stripped from his title in a surprisingly somber 
baseball-themed male revue. 

As of two thousand and sixteen, Mark has not returned to baseball, 
instead choosing to focus on his band Sugars Ray once more with a 
schedule of non stop touring and a steady stream of cleverly crafted pop 
hits. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Babe Root 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 10 out of 10 


As you can probably gather from his very telling name, Babe Root was the 
most handsome baseball player who ever lived, spawning both a beverage 
empire (when he invented what we now know as root beer) and a titular 
candy bar that has gone on to become a snacking staple for people around 
the world. 

Babe was a star long, long ago in the golden age of baseball, so little 
is known about him other than what we can learn from a few grainy 
photographs and through his history as an entrepreneur. While this may 
have hindered the potential fame of some athletes, it has served to do 
nothing other than elevate Babe’s status as sports icon, the mystery 
surrounding him quickly evolving into legend. 

Most sources claim that Babe was a heavy drinker, preferring 
chocolate milk but welcoming almost anything else when the carton ran 
dry. It has been said that he would drink four gallons of two percent before 
a game and then come out swinging, leading his team to victory more often 
than not. 

Like Ken Grebby, Jr., it is rumor that Babe was a closeted vampire, 
but there has not been much evidence to substantiate this claim. 


SOCCER 


BEST PLAYERS: Human 
BEST TEAM: Mancheckers United 


Soccer, or football as it’s known in other distant lands, is a gentlemen’s 
sport that has been around for many hundreds of years and spans the globe. 
Unlike many of the other sports mentioned, it is not particularly popular in 
the United States, but has recently gained just enough traction to make 
America’s twelve-team major league soccer profitable. 

Soccer is a version of basketball played on a large green field instead 
of an indoor court, with one very specific new rule added: you can’t use 
your hands. 


The restrictive concept was, of course, inspired by Michaels Jorbin, 
who we discussed previously, but also resulted in much lower scoring 
thanks to a number of factors. To counter balance this, the hoops were made 
to be much lower and larger, eventually being refereed to as goals. 

These larger hoops also required a new team position to be added, 
known as the “goalie.” 

It is the goalies responsibility to guard against incoming shots and, 
because of this, the goalie is often seen as the leader of the team. Typically, 
this position will be filled by the player with the most product 
endorsements. 

Although somewhat ignored by American audiences, soccer has 
managed to take off in a big way all over the rest of the world. Fans of the 
game are notoriously loyal, often inciting riots after big losses or even 
significant wins. This intense loyalty extends even to some of the top 
players, who have decided to remove their own hands to avoid penalties of 
accidental ball touching during the games. 

Every four years, the most important series of soccer games is carried 
out on a global scale. Known as The World Cup, this tournament matches 
up teams from across the world in a ferocious series of showdowns on the 
soccer green. Each successive win puts a team closer and closer to the final 
match, which will eventually crown the single best team in the world for 
that year. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Paylay 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 7 out of 10 


Paylay was the first superstar of soccer, an incredible athlete who had no 
problem basking in the limelight and enjoying his reputation as a wild 
playboy. 

Starting as a young boy, Paylay learned the sweet science of soccer 
from his family, who trained him in the ways of passing and shooting to an 
obsessive degree. When Paylay was barely old enough to join an actual 
professional team, he was already a veteran of the game. The young man 
quickly moved up the ranks of his local soccer clubs, eventually joining the 
major leagues where his celebrity status was etched into the stone of 
history. 

The most notable addition that Paylay brought to the game is 
something called a bicycle kick. This move is particularly difficult to pull 
off, as it involves throwing oneself backwards so hard that your entire body 
soars up into the air like a flying bicycle. Obviously, this is how the name of 
this unusual kick was coined. 


In a moment of strange irony, it would eventually be the bicycle kick 
that became Paylay’s downfall. While traveling during the offseason, 
Paylay was dared by a fan to perform a bicycle kick over an actual bicycle, 
resulting in the athlete smashing through the frame of the bike and suddenly 
finding himself with wheels for feet. While this strange medical condition 
made it easier for Paylay to get around, it made it impossible for him to 
play soccer. 

Paylay announced his official retirement within the week. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Davids Bekim 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 10 out of 10 


Davids Bekim was born in England to a working class family who were 
reluctant to support him following his dreams of becoming an international 
male supermodel. Of course, Davids had other plans, and after a string of 
progressively large commercial campaigns he was crowned England’s 
official Model Prince, a singular position granted to only the most 
handsome man in the entire country. 

With this new title, Davids was expected to serve for an entire year of 
handsomeness, which he did quite well. It was during this time that he met 
Spice Gorl, a stunning starlet whos beauty and ambition were a perfect 
match for Davids Bekim’s charm and swagger. Together they ruled the 
British tabloids, until eventually the backlash began. 

The general public had started to expect more from their celebrities, 
and from celebrity couples especially. Soon enough, Davids Bekim’s title of 
Model Prince was in danger of being stripped away and given to a younger 
gentleman who was not quite as handsome, but had more going on for 
himself. 

Davids Bekim needed a new hobby; something interesting and fun 
that would capture the hearts and minds of the English people once again. 
He chose soccer. 

Thanks to his notoriety, it was not hard for Davids to secure himself a 
position on the local soccer team, but proving himself as an athlete was a 
different story entirely. The first two years of his sporting career were 
absolutely dismal, with a loss ratio that greatly outweighed his wins two to 
one. 


It wasn’t until Davids Bekim started using his handsomeness on the 
soccer field that his sporting career started to take off. He had initially 
wanted to shy away from his notoriously good looks during this new 
adventure into sporting, going so far as to wear a mask onto the field for 
every game. But when his new wife, Spice Gorl, suggested Davids leave the 
mask at home, this freedom to be handsome ignited a flame that could 
never be subdued. Suddenly, Davids Bekim was winning every match that 
was thrown his way, using his chiseled features and piercing eyes to distract 
the opposing players and fluster the coaches. 

Soon enough, Davids Bekim was leading England to five consecutive 
World Cup wins, and leaving a trail of broken hearted players from around 
the world in his wake. 


FOOTBALL 


BEST PLAYERS: Unicorn 
BEST TEAM: Seattle Hawkmen 


Football is the most popular sport in America, and while baseball may have 
the tradition, football has the numbers to back it up. As of this year, the 
National Football League and the Unicorn Football League make up a 
combined, whopping fifteen percent of the entire United States economy. 
Football ratings have never been lower than baseballs, no matter how far 
back to go in the history books. 

What is it that makes this game so powerfully entertaining? 

Of all the American sports, football is the most physically strenuous 
and mentally exhausting. It’s a battle of brute, gladiator strength, but it’s 
also a game that relieves heavily on strategy. A casual observer may not 
notice, but the way opposing coaches fire plays at one another in turn is 
highly reminiscent of chess. 

The game is played between two teams of eleven players each, 
although there are many more players off of the field ready to go in case an 
unfortunate injury. The team with control of the football has four chances to 
push the ball down the field by any means necessary, whether that means 
throwing the ball, carrying it with their massive hands and biceps, or 


charming their way through the opposing ranks with a series of playful 
winks and deceptions. 

If the team with the ball does not succeed in pushing the ball down 
the field, then it is turned over to the defenders who now have a chance of 
their own, but before this happens the initial team has the option to kick the 
ball as hard as they can. This is done mostly for show, as an attempt to 
strike fear into their opponents with a display of athletic prowess, but if the 
ball manages to travel through a distant post on the end of the friend, then 
the team scores one point. 

If this sounds complicated, that’s because it is. Every action on the 
field has been assigned a very specific value of points, which can make for 
a very interesting and mathematical game. As stated earlier, a ball kicked 
through the goal post is worth one point, while running the ball from one 
end of the field to the other is worth two. Throwing and catching the ball 
across the length of the field is worth seven points while performing a 
celebratory dance is worth an additional three. On top of all this, ten special 
points are awarded to the cutest player at the end of the game, usually 
presented in the form of a large, golden trophy. 

During a season of football, there are very few games played 
compared to other sports. Many people believe this is because of the intense 
physical toll being placed on the player’s bodies, but this is not actually the 
case. In reality, it is the mental toll that requires large amounts of time 
between every matchup, the constant calculations of scores and strategy 
simply too much to bear without a healthy rest. In the past, when many 
more football games were played every season, athletes were constantly 
plagued by severe headaches, their brains reacting to the information 
overload. 

Throughout the season, teams are eliminated by mental exhaustion, 
dropping out of the race one by one until there are only two teams left. This 
final game is known as The Super Bowl. 

Known as the most important sporting event of the modern era, The 
Super Bowl has become an American cultural experience that encompasses 
both athletics and commercialism. While the teams on the field are playing 
their hearts out, there is another significant contest happening on the 
television screens of the masses at home; the annual Best Commercial 
Competition. 


During the Super Bowl broadcast, corporations big and small 
compete to present the most powerful and effective television commercials 
they can come up with. Typically, these presentations employ either 
extreme humor or drama to convey their message, and usually spend a large 
amount of their budget on the inclusion of a celebrity endorsement. 

While the official winner of the best commercial competition is not 
announced the night of the Super Bowl, it is quickly determined the next 
day through popular opinion, as expressed around the water cooler at work 
or in the cafeteria's of college campuses. Soon enough, a clear winner will 
emerge from the fray. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Jom Nadden 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 10 out of 10 


After starting out his career as a young, hotshot software engineer from 
Florida, Jom Nadden only ended up trying football on a whim with one 
season as the quarterback for the Miami Dolphins. However short-lived his 
time on the field was, however, Jom left a lasting mark on the game of 
football. 


Using his quarterback experience, Jom returned to software 
engineering and begin to develop the world’s very first football simulation 
videogame, which would eventually be released as Jom Nadden Football: 
The Games We Play. 

The virtual sporting simulation was a massive hit, and eventually 
spawned an entire industry of computer technology and artificial 
intelligence. Every year, fans of the series look forward to the next release 
of the franchise, and sales of Jom Nadden titles have since vastly surpassed 
the yearly income of the National Football League itself; no small feat. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Toms Bradley 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 0 out of 10 


Toms Bradley is the quarterback of the England Patriots (the only European 
team in the NFL), a handsome and charismatic man who is, without 
question, one of the best players that the game has ever known. 

Unfortunately for Toms, you cannot pick and choose your fans, and 
while the vast majority of England Patriots fans are wonderful people 
through and through, my scoundrel neighbor Ted Cobbler happens to be 
amongst them. 

Even though I would like to be objective on the subject, Ted Cobbler 
is simply too much for a devil to ignore, and I cannot give Toms Bradley a 
higher rating than zero on the hot-to-trot scale in good conscience. Yes, 
Toms has a phenomenal throw and is a true role model for his fans, but the 
vile power of my neighbor's scoundrel ways cannot by matched by the 
prowess of any athlete. 

Hopefully, Ted Cobbler will one day find a new team to pick as his 
favorite, but until that day, Toms Bradley will be forced to remain at the 
bottom of the hot-to-trot list, a true tragedy of football. 


WRESTLING 


BEST PLAYERS: Living Object 
BEST TEAM: Hulkster and Natureman Ricky Flare Tag Team Champions 


Wrestling is one of the most physically 
grueling sports in history, but it is also one 
of the most misunderstood. Plagued by 
accusations that the matches are staged, with 
predetermined winners and exaggerated = 
finishing moves, the sport struggled to find , 
its footing for many years until, finally, it — 
was taken under the wing of notorious 
playboy billionaire Vince Milkman. 

Milkman quickly revamped the sport, © 
removing the upper leagues from Olympic 
participation and bringing them home to 
sporting arenas across the country. It was a 
move that quickly proved to be potent, Eas Sie ШЫ; 
causing professional wrestling to erupt into the тт of mainstream 
consciousness. While less skilled wrestlers could still participate in the 
Olympic games, the cream of the crop were brought on to form the WWW 
or World Wide Web, a network of professional wrestling matches overseen 
exclusively by Vince Milkman. 

Although it may seem like brutish combat from the outside, wrestling 
is amuch more graceful sport that your average viewer might initially 
understand, performed in a series of moves that fit together strategically and 
harmoniously not unlike a ballet routine. 

Typically, two opposing wrestlers will face off in a single match, 
although tag team pairs have also found great success in the ring. When the 
bell sounds, the match begins, and it is up to the wrestlers to roughhouse 
with all of their might. While displaying their massive, oiled muscles to the 
roaring crowd, the wrestlers will learn their bodies, and the bodies of their 
opponent, through a series of traditional horseplay games such as grab and 
roll, playful trot, and tug time. 

The winner is decided when the opposing wrestler is finally just too 
tuckered out to roughhouse anymore, deciding instead to lay down on the 
mat in exhaustion. At this point the match is typically over, but it is not 
uncommon for loud music to suddenly start playing in an attempt to wake 
up the exhausted wrestler for round two. This is always accompanied by the 


arrival of a new wrestling bud, who will storm the ring and make an attempt 
to get everyone involved riled up again. This usually works. 

Over the years, there have been many wrestlers who have gone on to 
become household names of stage and screen, and the WWW has even 
evolved to include ladybucks in the horseplay festivities. 

While dinosaurs, bigfeet and unicorns have all had successful 
wrestling careers, living objects are often the most powerful wrestlers 
thanks to their enormous size and incredibly resilient stature. It is not 
uncommon to see handsome ladders, tables or chairs entering the ring and 
challenging even the most seasoned opponents. More often than not it is the 
living object who is left standing while their opponents give up from 
horseplay exhaustion. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Dwayne 
“Rockman” Jonston 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 10 out of 10 


Professional chef turned superhero of 
the ring, Dwayne Jonston is a force to 
be reckoned with in the world of 
professional wrestling. All it takes is a 
quick smile from the man to realize 
that he was born to be a Star in the 
world of both culinary arts and combat 
athletics. 

Bursting onto the scene as a 
young man, Dwayne quickly made a 
name for himself by promoting his 
own cooking while in the ring, 
frequently asking the crowd if they enjoyed the scent of the meal he had 
been preparing before the match. The answer was always a resounding yes, 
and as time went on the crowds began to expect nothing less from 
Rockman. 

Soon enough, you could tell that he was in the arena simply from the 
delicious smells floating up through the rafters as the wrestler toiled away 


down in the kitchen below. French onion soup, shrimp tempura, even carne 
asada burritos; nothing was off limits to Dwayne “Rockman” Jonston. 

Eventually, his popularity reached its limit in the world of wrestling 
and Dwayne turned his attention to acting and bodybuilding, but his heart 
never quite left the kitchen. To this day, the wrestler is known to post 
incredibly decadent photos of his daily culinary creations online, prompting 
millions of adoring fans to comment that they can smell what he's cooking 
even through their computer screens. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Hulkster 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 9 out of 10 


Hulkster is, without a doubt, the most famous and successful wrestler to 
ever enter hit the mat. Sporting a head of long golden locks with his 
signature bald top, Hulkster is known for his signature move of tearing a 
bright yellow one-piece swimsuit away from his body in an act of 
masculine abstract expression. 

This artistic piece, commonly known as *The Tearing," is performed 
by Hulkster during nearly all of his matches. It symbolizes the delicate 
balance between man and animal, or more specifically, between instinct and 
higher thought. Hulkster posits that we all have an animalistic drive hidden 
deep down inside of us, below the brilliant sheen of yellow spandex, and if 
we are not careful it can force its way out, figuratively tearing us in half. 
Once this happens we will be obligated to confront our dormant emotions 
as broken humans, the two halves of our personality unable to ever truly 
reconnect. 

Betting on the wrestling communities desire for high art, Hulkster 
performed this piece during his very first match and was met with rave 
reviews. He continues to use The Tearing as a way of commenting on our 
struggle with the human condition to this very day. 


HOCKEY 


BEST PLAYERS: Bigfeet 
BEST TEAM: Toronto Trees 


Hockey is unique in that it is the only sport in the world, other than 
wrestling or freeze tag, that is not played with a ball. Instead, hockey makes 
use of a round, flat object known as a puck, which glides effortlessly across 
the hockey rink. 

The rink itself is yet another unique feature of the game, as it is 
completely covered in ice. To travel across this ice at accelerated speeds, 
hockey players wear skates that are strapped onto the bottom of their feet 
and feature sharped blades that can also serve as weaponry during 
traditional hockey combat. 

These skates are designed to resemble roller blades, the preferred 
transportation method of most handsome metropolitan men or beach 
dwellers, and are typically what is sited as giving hockey the popularity that 
it maintains today. Initially, hockey was played at a slower pace and without 
the weaponized footwear, but after taking note of the immense popularity of 
roller blading in the early nineteen nineties, the rules were changed and the 
sport finally exploded into the massive industry that it is today. 

Unlike most other sports, hockey is played over the course of three 
innings, during which time the players from opposing teams attempt to 
maneuver the puck through a goal on the other end of the ice. Players 
accomplish this task with the help of a hockey stick, yet another 
weaponized tool that serves a dual purpose during the games. Often, the 
hockey stick is what slaps the puck forward across the ice, but in heated 
moments of physical combat, it can also be used as a blunt staff. 


As you may have already picked up on, hockey is a one of the most 
violent sports mentioned in this chapter. While the goal of the game is to 
score the most points for your team, it is also possible to win by completely 
incapacitating the opposing side in a ruthless, barbaric battle. According to 
the official rules of hockey, this type of warfare can break out at any time, 
and is often a last resort for teams who don't believe they'll be able to score 
enough points for a win before the timer has completely run down. 

Thanks to their vicious nature, predatory dinosaurs are often assumed 
to have a natural advantage in hockey, but this could not be farther from the 
truth. While many of these dinosaurs do, in fact, possess the skills needed to 
excel, they simply cannot stand the cold as it reminds them of their tragic 
loss of family and friends during the ice age. 


Instead, bigfeet have 
emerged as some of the most 
«powerful players of the rink. 
Accustomed to the cold and 
strong as hell, these majestic 
creatures are typically the first 
‚choice for any winning team. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Wayne 
Gezzy 

HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 8 out 
of 10 


OB ~ Of all the hockey heroes, Wayne 
-a е a Gezzy stands head and 

shoulders above the rest, not just 
in accomplishments but as a physically large and imposing man. Raised in 
the cold white north, this former lumberjack and mountaineer was born into 
the cold, molded by the sleet and snow as he trained to be the world's 
greatest hockey player. 

АП of his training paid off, because Wayne would eventually go on to 
be regarded as not just one of the greatest hockey players of all time, but 
one of the greatest athletes across all sport. Statistically speaking, he has 
scored more points than ninety percent of players in their given fields, and 
in regards to sports that award players for their rugged handsomeness, there 
is no contest. 

Wayne was known for his long blonde hair that would flow gracefully 
in the cold wind behind him, whipping around his face and framing his 
chiseled jaw majestically. When he would make his way down the ice 
towards the opposing team's goal, it was not uncommon for the other 
players to simply stop and watch him glide, like a regal bird of prey whose 
soaring power was just too intoxicating not to observe. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Boppy Orb 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 7 out of 10 


Boppy Orb was one of the original hockey players, beginning his reign of 
the rink well before the game was played with skates or even sticks. During 
Boppy’s time, hockey was much more akin to boxing, where the battling 
aspect was positioned squarely at the forefront. Without the weaponry that 
was later developed, these violent skirmishes could last days on end, and 
getting the puck into the opposing goal was something of an afterthought. 

Still, a team had positions that needed to be filled, and Boppy played 
the roll of defender to perfection. Unlike Wanye Gezzy, who was always on 
the attack, Boppy was a patient and disciplined protector of the goal, 
watching from the shadows until the perfect opportunity to strike out and 
steal the puck away from an unsuspecting aggressor. 

Some say he is still out there, hidden away in the ice and snow as he 
defends his goal in a game long since ended. 


GOLF 


BEST PLAYERS: Bigfeet 
BEST TEAM: N/A 


While many of the sports listed here involve teams battling one another in a 
series of tournaments to crown a winner, golf is something else entirely. In 
golf, there are no teams, just individual players who compete against every 
other player on the course. 

In golf there are several trophies to be won across the globe, creating 
many opportunities for golfers to make a name for themselves among the 
sea of hopeful participants. 

Unlike most sports, golf is a competition to see who can score the 
lowest, a number determined by how many hits it takes for the golfer in 
question to place a small while ball at the bottom of a cup somewhere out 
across a vast field. Whoever can accomplish this task with the least amount 
of effort is crowned the winner, which is typically why golfers appear to be 
so relaxed as they make their way around the course. 

Anxiety and overthinking is the enemy, whereas a laissez faire 
attitude is a surefire way to attain success. Because of this, golfers are 
typically older than the participants of most sports, wise and calm after 


years of life slowly revealing that you 
can never truly know what to expect 
until it arrives, so why worry? 

While there is no limit to who 
can participate in golf, it typically 
attracts a wealthy crowd due to the 
fact that equipment can be very 
expensive. A set of specialized golf 
clubs can sometimes cost as much as a 
new car, and even rocket up to the 
level of a luxury home close to the 
course. Upon realizing this, it is not 
uncommon for players to decide to 
retire early and purchase a nearby 
home overlooking the greens. 

Bigfeet often excel at golf 
thanks to their natural affinity for the 
outdoors and cool, collected 
demeanor. While human players may find themselves lost in the woods with 
a fumbled drive, even the most amateur bigfoot player will have no problem 
leaving the weeds in a single swing. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Tigers Wood 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 9 out of 10 


No stranger to controversy, Tigers Wood is a divisive figure in the world of 
golf. On one hand, he is an undeniably great player with a laser like focus 
on the game. Regardless of what is going on around him, Tigers Wood is 
never rattled, and he frequently posts the scores to prove it. His personal 
life, however, is another story entirely. 

Tigers made headlines when he was seen fleeing his home on the 
back of a handsome unicorn, eventually crashing into a gate at the edge of 
his property. Tigers was being crashed by his angry wife, who then accused 
the golfer of cheating on her with the handsome unicorn in question. 

Of course, the media pounced on the story quickly and soon enough 
all that anyone could talk about was the intricacies of Wood’s love life, 


instead of his skill on the course. It was eventually made public though an 
open statement to the press that Tigers Wood had, in fact, been cheating on 
his wife with a handsome unicorn, but that those days were over and he was 
going to be better husband moving forward. 

Unfortunately, the damage was done, and Tigers Wood found himself 
without any sponsors. He continues to play the game to this day, but is 
mostly ignored despite his high scores, prompting many to hypothesize that 
Tigers actually died in that unfortunate unicorn crash and is now living as a 
ghost trapped between worlds. 


NOTABLE PLAYER: Jack Nicolas 
HOT-TO-TROT RATING: 10 out of 10 


Famed movie star Jack Nicolas is no stranger to the big screen, but his 
accomplishments in the world of golf are just as incredible, and notorious. 
One of the original Hollywood leading men, Jack learned the game when he 
was consistently asked to take meetings on the green with high profile 
studio executives. He was a decent player at first, but as the years went on 
and his profile as an actor blossomed, so did his athletic ability. Soon 
enough, Jack was competing in the world’s most esteemed golf 
tournaments, fitting them in between his blockbuster films like Axeman 
Jack and The Batman Vs. The Jokerman. 

These days, Jack Nicolas has taken his love of sport to even higher 
levels of accomplishment, not just in golf but in basketball as well. When 
an opportunity arose, Jack purchased the Devilcity Lakes and promoted 
himself to head coach. He can now be seen on the sidelines of every game, 
shouting out plays and encouraging the team. 


SPORTSMANSHIP 


In any sporting event, emotions run high. This is to be expected when you 
combine high adrenaline activity with high stakes competition, but for the 
most part those participating typically manage to keep their cool. This is 
because of the heavy value that we place on sportsmanship in our society, a 
way of maintaining civility throughout the exciting swings of these 
powerful, emotional sporting events. 


Still, whether you are deep in the heat of battle yourself or simply 
watching from the sidelines, being an honorable sportsman can be a 
difficult thing to do. As professional wrestler, Hulkster, suggests with his 
performance art piece “The Tearing,” we all have a duality between instinct 
and higher thought, and keeping that balance between the two can be very 
difficult. 

It is with this in mind that I present my Rules of Sportsmanship, five 
easy guidelines that will help you remain your best self even when the 
sporting horseplay gets wilder than expected. 


1) Never call a buckaroo a scoundrel. 


Trash talk is a very normal part of any sport. Along with being an easy way 
to release some tension that may otherwise manifest itself in a more 
destructive way, it can also serve as a way to get inside of your opponents 
head. 

Where many athletes go wrong, however, is that they start to discuss 
things that should remain off limits. 

Things pertaining to the opposing athlete’s performance on the court 
or field are fair game, but when you start to mix in observations about the 
player’s family or personal life, you are taking it too far. It’s fine to tell a 
buckaroo that his game is weak, but never call a buckaroo a scoundrel. 


2) Unnecessary roughness is unnecessary. 


Roughness is, of course, the key to a good session of horseplay. But when 
does roughness become unnecessary roughness? 

As a rule of thumb, nobody should get seriously injured during a 
sporting match, and while some combative arts like professional wrestling 
may result in scrapes and bruises, there is nothing fun about someone 
walking home with a broken arm. 

If you find yourself wanting to hurt another player, it’s probably time 
to cool off for a bit. Ask the coach to take you out of play for a while so that 
you can cool off. 

This serves two purposes. First, it avoids the temptation for 
unnecessary roughness by providing you with the time needed to blow off 
any steam. Secondly, a cool headed player of any sport is more likely to 


succeed. Athletics may involve aggression, but when aggression is your 
only guide you are bound to start making mistakes in the mental aspect of 
your gameplay. 


3) Shake it off. 


While it may seem like a stuffy, out-of-touch tradition from the early days 
of sport, shaking hands with your opponent after the game is still an 
essential part of good sportsmanship. Whether you win or lose, always 
make sure to approach the other team immediately after a game and extend 
your hand with the verbal statement of *good game." 

In modern times, the traditional shake has been replaced by a high 
five, but the intention is still the same, showing that regardless of what 
happened during the game, the two sides still maintain a level of respect 
and dignity for one another. 


4) Hard talk. 


This piece of advice does not apply to all players, only ones who you find 
yourself with a particular affinity for, and who display the same affinity 
towards you in return. 

If you happen to find yourself involved in a mutual attraction between 
players, regardless of the team, take this opportunity to invite them out to 
chat some time away from the field. Sports bars are a great meeting place, 
especially due to your shared sporting interest, but a fancy restaurant or 
even just one of your own homes will do just fine. 

Once you and this other player have sat down face to face, take a 
moment to tell them how much you appreciate their athleticism, how great 
it feels to share the field with another competitor of their caliber or even 
how hard it makes you when you watch them play. 

Yes, it may seem a little bit awkward at first, but if the player shares 
the same excitement for the game that you do, they will be flattered by your 
words of praise and probably return them to you in turn. Soon enough, you 
might even find yourself with a brand new practice partner! 


ANATOMY OF A TEAM 


Not all sports are played оп a team, but the vast majority of them are, and if 
you’ve ever found yourself fortunate enough to be the member of a winning 
team then you’ve probably noticed that the players all fall into a certain 
natural dynamic. This sense of order is the way that many of the world’s 
greatest sports teams function, and it is surprisingly consistent across almost 
any sport you could think of. 


If you are on a team where you start to 
ойсе these dynamics taking place, do not fight 
it. This is the sign of a team trying to become 
he best version of itself, organically arranging 
he players into tried and true roles that will 
eventually form the engine of a well-oiled 
athletic machine. 

Unfortunately, problems can arise when 
multiple players begin to position themselves 
for the same role. This conflict can tear a team 
apart, and it is best to deal with it swiftly by 
picking the best player for the job and then 
strictly aligning the other player somewhere 
else. This may sound harsh, but for a team to 
: \ properly function at its greatest potential, only 
one player can take on each position. 

Listed below are the key roles that need to be filled for a successful 
team to thrive. 


TEAM CAPTAIN 


The team captain is the big man on campus, walking around like he owns 
the place but still managing to elicit great respect from the rest of his or her 
team. In football this position is typically filled by the quarterback, while in 
basketball it is often the point guard who assumes this role. Regardless of 
their position on the field, the team captain’s position behind the scenes is 
that of leader and role model. 

Unfortunately, the player in this position also often finds themselves 
as the disciplinarian, keeping things in order and carrying the weight of 
most tough team decisions whether they be good or bad. If the team is 


failing, the team captain will typically take the blame, but if they are 
leading their crew to consistent victory then the team captain will reap the 
rewards. 


NOTABLE TEAM CAPTAIN: Kody Bryant (Devilcity Lakes) 


THE MYSTERY 


The Mystery is typically the team captain’s right hand player, a sturdy 
friend to rely on when the going gets tough. This connection, however, does 
not typically extend to the rest of the team. To the others, The Mystery is 
seen as some kind of strange and otherworldly figure. 

The Mystery is always a star player in their own right, just like the 
team captain, but their skills on the field are often no match for their bizarre 
public persona. This is the player whose press conference sound bites get 
repeated over and over again in the news, some people laughing at how 
strange they are, while others try to figure out what exactly is going on. 

Unfortunately, trying to understand The Mystery is a fool’s errand, 
they are simply there to create a sense of the unknown, the manifest a buzz 
of excitement as the team takes the field, or to intimidate the opposing side 
with their seemingly supernatural talent. 


NOTABLE MYSTERY: Dennis Ronman (Chicago Bowls) 


THE JOKESTER 


Sporting is a serious business, but it can sometimes get a little too serious 
and become a detriment to even the most sharply focused teams. This is 
where The Jokester truly has a moment to shine, breaking up the monotony 
of the athletic grind with a little bit of light-hearted tomfoolery. 

Wild and unpredictable, The Jokester typically serves as a counter 
point to the Team Captain, and is an integral part of keeping the team in a 
healthy state of balance. Even during the toughest times, The Jokester can 
be a beacon of light in an otherwise dark and miserable locker room, ready 
with a prank, limerick or clever quip. 


NOTABLE JOKESTER: Martian Lunch (Seattle Hawkmen) 
CHEF 


Metaphorically speaking, Chef is the heart of the team, the warm and fuzzy 
center that will always be there with a warm piece of advice regardless of 
whether or not you win or lose. In a literal sense, however, Chef is much 
more than that, making sure that other players are well feed before it comes 
time to hit the field. 

At a bare minimum, Chef should be making sure that there is ice cold 
chocolate milk ready to go during every game, keeping the team well 
hydrated and loaded up with as much calcium as they can take. Those who 
carve out a more advanced Chef position will start cooking healthy, 
wholesome meals for the team before every match, making sure that 
everyone has got the vitamins they need for the best performance possible. 


NOTABLE CHEF: Dwayne “Rockman” Jonston 


BETTING THE ODDS 


Betting has been around since sporting was invented, and has always been a 
big part of the game for the enthusiastic masses. While most sports strictly 
prohibit their players from sports betting, putting money on a match for 
yourself is perfectly legal in most states. However, just because you can do 


something doesn’t mean that you should. Always keep in mind the odds that 
you are getting in return for any sports bet that you make, and understand 
that the bookie you are betting with will likely know more than you do 
about the outcome of the game in question. 

The fact remains, however, that a small wager can instantly make a 
game more exciting. Now that the stakes have been raised, you are bound to 
feel more a like a part of the action. 

Always keep in mind, however, that you should never be gambling 
with money you can’t afford to lose. Know your limits and stick to them. 


SURE THINGS 


There are many strategies to sports betting, but the most common one is to 
simply put your money on the teams or athletes that are traditionally solid 
investments. While the odds of many teams will go up and down over time, 
there are a few that remain constant over the years. Listed below are my top 
five sure things: 


5) Thunder Down Under 

4) Devilcity Lakes 

3) Billings Bulls 

2) Wrestling’s The Underman 
1) New York Yankers 


BAD BETS 


There are some things that simply should never be bet on, teams that will 
always cause you pain no matter how hard to try to stand behind them. 
Listed below are my bottom five bad bets: 


5) Any devilman themed team besides Devilcity Lakes 
4) San Antonio Scoundrels 

3) Toms Bradley 

2) Cincinnati Crabmen 

1) Ted Cobbler at the YMCA 


THE BUCKAROO EDGE 


Athletes, whether professional or amateur, are always looking for a way to 
put them ahead of their potential opponents. While this will often come in 
the form of diet and training, sometimes you need just the slightest bump 
forward to stay competitive. I call this The Buckaroo Edge. 

There are many things that can provide you with The Buckaroo Edge, 
but most important is making sure that on and off the court you are living 
the buckaroo lifestyle in a healthy and positive way. When you wake up in 
the morning you should be thinking about how you are going to use your 
day to prove that love is real, making all of the precious time you are given 
count. 

The buckaroo lifestyle also means that you are actively calling out the 
scoundrel agenda when you see it, standing up for truth and justice in the 
face of any devil who might cross your path. 

Of course, there are other, more concrete, strategies that can give you 
this elusive Buckaroo Edge. In this chapter, I'll provide you with the tools 
regarding two of these approaches: fitness food and sport spells. 


FITNESS FOOD 


My favorite food is spaghetti, and while this dish is nutritious and delicious, 
three or more plates is the officially recognized minimum amount to 
consume before you receive your athletic boost. Consuming this much 
spaghetti before the game can be expensive and time consuming, as it is a 
common state sanctioned spaghetti crime to eat the delicious dish too 
quickly (please be advised, by federal law the flavor of spaghetti is illegal, 
so use caution). Below is my solution to this problem in the form of a top 
secret, Buckaroo Edge recipe that I have used myself before Tai Kwon Do 
tournaments. 


CHUCK’S HIGH IMPACT FITNESS SPAGHETTI 
Ingredients 


1 pound of spaghetti 
Water 
Salt 


Sauce: 

2 tablespoons of melted butter 

4 tablespoons of protein powder 

4 cloves of garlic 

1 large, chopped jalapeno pepper 

2 cups of ground coffee 

1 can of crushed tomatoes 

1 liter of energy drink (green) 

2 tablespoons of low fat blue cheese dressing 


2 eggs 


Meatballs: 

1 pounds of ground beef 
1 tablespoon of granola 
1 tablespoon of agave 

1 more egg 

Salt and pepper 

1 bag of Pop Rocks 


Instructions: 
Preheat oven at 400 degrees F. 


Boil a large pot of water for spaghetti. Add spaghetti and cook with salt 
until al dente. 


Mix ground beef with egg, agave, granola and Pop Rocks, then roll into 2- 
inch balls and place on a nonstick baking sheet. Use butter for grease. Bake 
the meatballs until no longer pink, usually 12 to 15 minutes. 


Heat a deep skillet on medium. Crack two eggs, then add butter, energy 
drink, crushed garlic cloves, crushed tomatoes and jalapeno pepper, then 
cook for 6 or 7 minutes. Now add the ground coffee and protein powder. 


Strain spaghetti and toss with sauce while hot, adding in the low fat blue 
cheese. Roll meatballs into remaining sauce, and then top onto spaghetti 
when served. 


SPORT SPELLS 


Few areas of life are as conducive to magical vibrations as sporting, thanks 
to the high intensity nature of emotional competition. Just go to any major 
arena during a game and bask in the feelings that course through the air 
around you, buzzing and crackling with supernatural energy. 

Harnessing magic is a difficult task and takes years of practice, but to 
those who know what they are doing, a little magic can go a long way 
towards making your team the champions of the day, whether you’re 
watching from the stands or out there on the pitchers mound. 

Magic fits into eight unique schools, each one of them pertaining to a 
different form of mystic energy. It is important to know what school of 
magic you are conjuring when using any spell, as some schools may come 
more naturally to you than others. Listed below are the schools of magic: 


| Goofs | 
| Decoration | 


| Buckaroo | 
(оон мане Magic I | l'ood/Snack | 
Business | | 


Hot-fo-trof 


- Charming man — The magic of guys who are too cool for school. 

- Hot-to-trot — Feel good magic that puts a spring in your step and makes 
you feel good. 

- Business — All spells related to work and office. 

- Goofs — The magic of silly fall downs and giggles. 

- Dark magic — All evil spells. 

- Decoration — Spells for making things look nice. 


- Buckaroo — Cowboy spells. 
- Food/Snack —Spells that deal with food or snacking. 


While it may be hard to see how some of these magical energies pertain to 
sport, rest assured that all of them can be used in some way to turn the tides 
of a game in your favor. I will provide you with the instructions for several 
spells from a variety of schools, but I will not discuss any forms of dark 
magic. If you are interested in living the buckaroo lifestyle, you should 
reject this evil sorcery, as well. 


Fumble 
Level: 2 
School: Goofs 


Description: When this spell is cast, the target of the spell immediately 
drops whatever object they are holding as if it were covered entirely by a 
slippery oil. This effect lasts five seconds for every level of the caster, after 
which point the target can successfully pick up the object again. If the 
object fumbled is larger than a shoebox, the target will have an opportunity 
to grab it mid-fumble and thusly negate the spell, but this outcome is rare 
and can be expected from only the most dexterous targets. 


Instructions: Trot softly in place for five seconds, blinking rapidly while 
you focus your attention directly on the object in your target's hands. After 
the five seconds, make a quick spin all the way around and then nod twice 
with a knowing smile. 


Commercial Break 
Level: 2 
School: Business 


Description: This spell comes in handy while watching television at home 
in a large group, particularly during sporting events where the other team is 
winning. When cast, this spell will create in immediate commercial break 
during the game, causing the action to cease and the momentum of the team 
with the ball to be effectively destroyed. Commercial Break can also be 
used as a way to irritate devils who may be particularly invested in 


watching the game, causing them to burst into a fit of anger at the delay. 
The manifested commercial will last one minute per level of the caster. 


Instructions: Alternate playful winks at the television with each eye, starting 
on the left and then moving to the right. Wink a total of two times for every 
year of your life, quietly murmuring the words, “break time, buckaroo” in 
repetition. When the winking is finishing finished, tap your toe three times 
against the ground. 


Sideache 
Level: 4 


he) ‘School: Hot-to-trot 


geDescription: While the Sideache 
spell is often used to stop an 
nworthy trot, it is commonly 
ound in the realm of athletics. 
hen cast, this spell creates a 
powerful ache in the side of a 
rotting target, causing them to 
lutch their body in pain and 
making whatever physical activity 
hey may be participating in 
incredibly difficult. The throbbing ache lasts one minute for every level of 
the caster, unless the target immediately stops what they are doing and 
enters a stage of complete rest. 


Instructions: Walk backwards four steps, licking your lips as you go. When 
you finally stop, place both hands on your hips and announce sternly, “side 
by side the buckaroo’s ride.” After this, clap three times and take a single 
tiny hop to seal the incantation. 


Spirit of the Buck 
Level: 5 
School: Buckaroo 


Description: Upon casting, this spell immediately grants good favor to апу 
targeted sports team with a cowboy related mascot, including, but not 
limited to, the Texas Cowboys, Boston Broncos, and even the Dallas 
Mavericks. The team will automatically begin playing as a more cohesive 
unit, and any lucky breaks within the game will sway things into the target 
team’s favor for the duration of the spell, which is five minutes per level of 
the caster. 


Instructions: Spin slowly clockwise, letting out a playful neigh as you focus 
your thoughts on the open plains. After five complete rotations, bow while 
placing a hand upon your head, as if to hold on an invisible cowboy hat. 
From this lowered position breathe out forcefully from your nostrils three 
times. 


Endless Dip 
Level: 2 
School: Food/Snack 


Description: When this spell is cast, a regular bowl of edible dip is instantly 
transformed into a bowl that is continually replenished from within, 
regardless of how many people are eating out of it or how much dip was left 
when the spell was initially cast. This enchantment is particularly helpful at 
large gatherings or parties where snacking resources are limited. The spell 
remains effective for five minutes per level of the caster, at which point it 
then returns to a normal bowl of dip. This spell can also be used on bowls 
of punch. 


Instructions: Approach the target bowl and stick your thumb deep down into 
the dip, then whisper the phrase “may this bowl never run dry." With your 
other thumb tap your forehead once for every person in the room, then step 
away quickly. 


FINAL THOUGHTS 


While some see sport as an unneeded luxury of our modern times, I believe 
that the spirit of competition is an important way of keeping us in touch 
with our primal nature as warriors and hunters. The skills required to 


perform at the top level of any physical competition are ones to aspire to, 
and the handsome, muscular body of an athlete is an important example of 
what one can attain when they really put their mind to something. To me, 
seeing the calves of a seasoned runningback is something like a holy 
experience, a way of transcending this mortal plain and reaching a place of 
truly enlightened sportsmanship. 

Hopefully, after reading this volume you too will be able to reach this 
upper plateau of sportsmanship, acquiring The Buckaroo Edge not just on 
the field, but off of it as well. 

Believe in yourself; as a fan, as an athlete, as a buckaroo. 
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